Adoption angels

Oceanside agency brings together
hopeful families and grateful children
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KARIN HlFrlsl:liuﬁl-lI'En to be the
mother of Connor, the son she adopt-
ed from Kazakhstan, through Karing

Angels.

Earing Angels of Oceanside was born
of a dream — the result of (o0 many
nightmares. Today it provides realistic
hope for countless families who want to
adopt a child.

April Coburn-Vieola successfully
adopted a child from Chile in 1992, but
her second attempt was at the same time
disappointing and frightening.

“1 was scammed for §20,000 by an
agency in Chile that was not producing.”
sadd April.

Under the advice of friends, she decld-
ed to try and adopt from Guatemala. This
time she used a facilitator rather than an
agency, which is the norm in that coun-
try Coburn-Viela brought home her sec-
ond adopted daughter, Arissa, at three-
months-old. Unfortunately, the baby was
malnourished, had scables and was diag-
nosed with “faflure to thrive.”

Coburn-Viola was disheartened to
learn from others of thelr own adoption
nightmares. Motivated by wanting to
facilitate successful adoptions for hope-
ful families, she declded to open heér own
adoption agency Two short years later,
her dream was realized.

Karing Angels is a pon-profit, well
respected agency that boasts over 100

successful adoptions since 2000. Her fam-
lies travel to Guatemala primarily, but
shé has also placed children from Ger-
many, China and Kazakhstan

Last month, Coburn-Viola hosted a
reanion at the Knights of Columbus in
Oceanside, for the parents and children
she has helped become loving families.
Mothers and fathers and children drove
froem all over Long Island and oo fasmily

even Dew In from Florida to reunite with
Viola and share in the joy their adoptions
have brought them. The room was full of
smiles, and families brought together
because of one woman's dream.

"My mom and dad aré wonderful *
sald Kelly Rosatl, 9, who was adopted
from Guatemala as an Infant. I love
thém more than the whole wide world
and [ want to adopt when [ am older too.”




